






























, and Well-Defigning Mind. 


THE 


REHEARSAL 


t Muimd, I 60 


1. A New Objeéfion of the Difficulty to Know what Rebellion is, 


2. All Sias have their Subterfuges. 


3. Our Duty Eafy to be Kyowa by an Honef? Mind. 


4. A Guard againft Wicked Cafuiftry. 


g. The Caufe of our Doubring in our Duty, 


6. Of Excufing one Sin, and Cosdemning Another. 
betwixt Speritual Sins,and Sins of the Fleb. 


Wherein of the Difference 


7. An Anfwer to the Objection of not knowing the Utmoft Extent of Prerovat; 

5 The new Reply of Obfervator to the Inftance 1 gave of Marriage, es a 
the Force of Examples, The Whiggs Profefs to be the Queen’s beft Subjects, be. 
caufe they Own their Power to Coerce and Dethrone her. 








WEDNESDAY, Nevember 27. 1706. 





(\.) Country-man. LL you have faid in 

your laft, Mafter, 

Signifies Nothing, 
unlefs you can tell us Clearly what Rebellion 
js. For | have been in Company fince,.and 
they tell me that Rebelion is indeed a great 
Imemorality and a Sin, But then they Puzle 
me to know what Rebellion is. They fay 
the Fallacie lys there. And they have fo ma- 
ny Diftinkbions, Refervations, and Quiddities, as 
they Call them, that my Head is turn’d 
Round again. They fay 1 muft go to Lamyers 
and Learned Men, to know when fuch a 
Cafe is a Rebellion or not. For that poor 
Country-Men can no more know this, than 
other Nice and Intricate Points in Law. They 
ask me if I can tell the ucmoft Extem of 
Prerogative, to fay, Hitherto fhalt thon come, 
and no farther? And then, fay they, How 
can’{t thou te!l when the Refifting it is a Re- 
bellion, and when not? Help me out in 
this, Atafer, if you Can. Elfe all the Pains 
you have taken with your Country- Aan is like 
to be Loft. 


(2.) Rebearfal. There is no Sim but has 
its Subterfnges, and Excufes. And the Plaineft 
Sins have been Diftinguifh’d into Nothing, Nay, 
Turn’d into Vortues, by Men of Are and Cun- 
ning. There may be fome Difficult Cafes, as 
is feen in our Books of Cafmfiry. But in the 
Main, and in the Great and General Duties 
of Chriftianity, the Rule is Plain to any Honeft 
As [ doubt not to 
make it Appear in the Prefent Cafe. Look 
over all the Decalogue, and fee what Niceties 
and Diftinétions have been made ufe of to get 








(3.) Rehearf. If he have but an Honeff 
Mind, all thefe things are made Plain and 
Eajy to him. He will then make a Hedge 
about the Lam, and Reitrain from every Ap- 
pearance of Evil, He will Flie from Sin, as 
from the Face of a Serpent, that is, not come 
Near it. Who will Pity him that Plays upon 
the Hole of an A/p, if he be Bit? Our Blefled 
Savionr fays, that he who Leoks upon a Woa 
man to Luft after her, is an Adulcerer. And 
that ke who is Angry with his Brother, with- 
owt a Gaule, is in Danger of the Sudgment. 
And St. Yebn fays, that he who -Hateth his 
Brother is a Aurderer, And we are Come 
manded not to Defrand or Over-Reach one 
another in any Matter, but to do to Others, 
as we wowd have them doto Us. We are 
not fo muag as to Cover any thing that is our 
Neighbours. And we muft not Lie to one 
another, but {peak the Truth from the Heart, 
then we Cannot bear Fualfe-Witnefs, And 
he who Curfes his Father or his Adether, or 
De/pifes them, Sins againft the 5th Commsand- 
ment. The Difobedient Son was to be Stowd 
to Death. Then furely doing any Injury to 
our Parents is Forbidden, either in their Re- 
putation, or their Perfons, or Effates. 

(4.) Here is a fhort Comment upon the 
Six Commandments of the Second Table, Plan 
and Clear and Full. And inwhichther is no 
Donbe at all to an Honeft Mind, that. is Dé/- 
pos'd to Love and Obey the Commandments of 
God, and that has Regard to his own Soul. 
What have we then to do with the wicked 
Cafuiftry of thofe, who tell us how near we 
may come toany Sin, without being Guily ef 
it? Whocell us in what Sex/e, and with what 


over Every one of the Commandments. How | Diftinétions, we mtay Kill, Lie, Steal, &c- 
has the Church of Rome Diftinguifh’d away | Whereas every willing Approach to Sin, is 
the Second? What Dz1/putes have we had | Sinful, and fhews our /nclination to it. He 


about the. Fourth ? What Stretches have been 
made upon the Six of the Second Table, even 
in Principles? WitnefS the Fefuits Morals, 
and ot Orbers not far Inferior. 

Country-m. Now you Confound me more, 
Mafter. For how fhall.a poor Country.Man 
that has no Learwing, Guide himlelf among 
all thefe Subrilties. and Niceties ? 








that Sees will find, in a Bad Senfe, as wel) as 
aGood. He that ouce comes to Diffinttions 
and Salvecs about his Duty, is Weary of ic, and 
wou'd be Glad to get Aid of it, and he feldom 
miffes to find out the Ateanss But he that 
woud be Secure, muft Strengthen himfelf in 
the Ways of the Lord, mult Hate and Dete/t 
all Sin, muft put on the whole Armour of God, 
and 

























and prepare himfelf to Refift Temptation. But 
if he feeks to Compound with Sin, and wifhes 
fach a thing were not a Six, that jhe might 
Comply with it, that Man has Sinn’d already, 
he is Gon, and will go on all the way, even 
to the Excefs of Sin. Ther isno Stop, when 
a Man is come to that Srate. The Wik is 
Corrupted, and Inclines to Yield. The Chri- 
frian Courage is Gon, and we no lon- 
ger Refit she Devil: The greatelt Dif- 
ficrlty Men find in overcoming themfelves 
to do Evil, is inthe Struggles of a Virgin Con- 
feierce, before it be Debauched. But when the 
firft Afodefty is once got over, the Reft is 
Ea/y, and comes of it felf, even to Profti- 
rution. They Begin with Fear and Scruples; 
but End in Hardnefs of Heart, anda Seared 
Confcience. 

(5..) Country-m. You have, Maffer, {poke 
to my Heart. 1am fully Convinc’d that 
our Duty is Plain and Eafy. And that 
the Caufe of its being Difficult is, when we 
Entangle our felves; And that is, when our 
Intereft, Fear, or other Corrupt Pajfiens do 
Blind and Byafs our Reason, and Weakens our 
Faith, In fhort, when we are more full 
of the Worldthan of God, and Preferr Prefext 
to Erernity. 

(6.) Hence it comes likewife, that Men 
are Furious againft one Sin, and very Gentle 
towards another. This comes not from the 
Fear of God, to whom all Sins are Hateful. 
But (you may always obferve it) ther is 
fomething of Party and Jntercft in the Cafe ; 
or of Violent Bent and Inclination, An Adul- 
terer may Hate a Thief, and a Thief Defpife a 
Drunkard. Ther is no Man given to all Sins. 
But molt Men have fome Beloved Sin, which 
they wou’d Excufe. And fhew their Zeal in 
Crying out againft other Sins. 


They Compound for Sins they are Inclin"d to, 
By Dammning thofe they haye no Mind to. 


Thus have we feen Men Drench*d in Blood 
and Rebellion, in Schifms and Sacrilege; Rend 
their Throats againft Prophanation of the 
Sabbath, and Obferving of Days. Thefe Spiri- 
tual Men make the leaft of Spsritual Sins. The 
Devil is a Spirit, and cannot be Guilty of Sins 
of the Flefh. He cannot Whore nor Drink. 
Yet he is the Devil ftill. But Back-Biting, 
Falfe- Accufation, Malice, and Envy, Divifion, 
and Sedition Defcribe his Nature (who is a 
Lyar from the Begioning, and the Accufer of 
the Brethren) more than many Sins which be- 
long to the Body, and of which he is not 
Capable. Rebellion is call’d Witch-Craft in the 
Holy Scriptures, and the common Epithet of 
Rebels is Sons of Belial. Which fhews we 
Learn’d this Sin from the Devil, who was 
the firft Rebel. And itisof a much Higher 
Clafs in Wickednejs than the ordinary Sins of 
the Flefb. And Spiritual Sins of all forts are 
Greater Sins, and of a more Heinous Nature 
than thofe of the Body, Thus Spiritual Pride 
is far Greater than any other Pride. It makes 
Men Fancy themfelves Prophets, and Apoftles, 
and Angels, nay God Himfelf, or Part of God, 
as fome have done. And this makes them 
Defpife al) other Men, and look down upon 
them, far more than a Silly Beas fine Drefsd- 
Values Himfelf above the common Rank, for | 


the Fafbion of his Cleaths, or the Nicety of 
his Strut. 

Now I think thofe the greate& Sizs which 
make us Approach nearer to the WVature of the 
Devil, As thofe are the Brighteft Vertye; 
which bring us nearer to the Nature of God. 
who is Fuffice, Mercy, Truth, and Goodnel;. ” 

Therefor when I fee Men fet themfelves y 
for more Spiritual than others, and call them. 
felves the Saints of the Earth; And yet make 
little or nothing of Spirtewat Sins, 1 muft fat. 
pect a Delufion. As when I fee a Man fevere 
againft Stealing from him felf ‘or another, and 
yet make a eft of Sacrilege, which is a Robbin 
of God: When I feea Set of Men Preach up 
| Peaceand Unity among themfelves, and yer 
Tear the Church in Pieces by their Schifm, and 
the Nation by Rebellion, I conclude them very 
Carnal, and their Pretences to be Hypocritical, 
For, as our Saviour fays, By their FRUITS 
ye fhall know them. 


(7.) But now, Adafer, That I may not 
want an .Anjwer to every thing they Objed, 
I wou’d defire a Direct Solution to what I of. 
fer’d at firft, of my knowing the exact Limits 
of the Prerogative of the Crown, in all Cafes; 
which if I do not, how then fhall | know when 
it Exceeds? And muft I not go to Lanyers 
for that, and Truft to them? 

Rehearf. How far the Prerogative Reaches 
in Particular Cafes, you muft know from 
the Lawyers. For the King having Limited 
himfelf by the Law, the Law is the Rule, 
when this Comes to be Apply’d to any Pare 
ticular Cafe. And the King has Granted to 
Us, to Plead the Law with him in al} fach 
Cafes. But this Concerns not any thing that 
Ihave faid. lonly plead againft any Coercive 
Power over the King. For this wou'd be a 
total Diffolurion of the Government. It wou'd 
fet up Two SOVERAIGN Powers, or Two 
MILLIONS, it it be Plac’d in the People. 
And the Law allows of No Coercion over the 
King, inany Cafe: Thefe Laws I have Quoted, 
and they are the Standing Laws at this Day: 
And this no Man can Deny, 

Country-m. What then do the Whiggs fay? 

(8.) Rebearf. They tell Storys of Kings that 
have been Cverc’d, and Particularly Name K. 
Sohn. To which I Anfwer’d, That 10000 In- 
frances might be given of the Breach ot othe: 
Commands of God, particularly of Marriage, 
for one Jnftance of the Coercing of Kings. Yet 
that this did not Abregat any of thefe Com- 
mands of God. To which the Obfervator of 
the 20th Jnftant Reply’d, by naming that of 
K. John over again, with 2 or 3 more, but 
without taking any Norice of what I had faid 
upon it. 

Country-m. And he might have nam’d the 
Coercing of K. Char. 1. for another Jnftance. 
They are Loft, AZafter, and their Canfe is 
Confounded- Every Man muft fee it. But 
what a Sight is it to fee them Talk to the 
Queens Face of their Power to Coerce and De« 
throne Her, and Value themfelves upon it, 
as Her beft Subjetts ! 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Parallel between the Faith and Do@rine 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
Chief Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 





And alfoa Parallel between Onakerifm and Popery. 
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